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been published. With the exception of the famous" Journal"
(which may have been preserved by him because of the
details of political movements that it records), only one of
his letters1 to Stella is extant; probably the rest were
destroyed by Swift after her death, and in default of the
evidence which they might supply, the exact nature of his
relations with her must always remain doubtful It is
evident that his letters to Vanessa were written, in most
cases, with careful deliberation, so that they could not be
brought up against him at a later time.

The important series of letters from Archbishop King,
which are now for the first time printed in full, helps us better
to understand the relations between King and Swift. It is
clear that the two men had a real respect for each other,
and their common devotion to the " Irish," i.e., the Anglo-
Irish interest, was a bond of sympathy. That King was a
sagacious and wise prelate is abundantly illustrated by his
correspondence; and he understood (as his brother bishops
did not) the importance of enlisting Swift's powerful
advocacy in the cause of the Irish Church. Swift, on his
side, was too clear-sighted not to recognize that the Arch-
bishop of Dublin was beyond all comparison the ablest of
the Irish bishops, as well as a man of sincere piety and
unaffected goodness. Yet these two, neighbours for so
many years, and with so many interests in common (King
had been Dean of St. Patrick's some twenty years before
Swift), never heartily liked each other. Their voluminous
letters are written with a certain reserve, each being unwill-
ing, for all his respect for his correspondent's character,
fully to trust the other.

The Archbishop's letter of good wishes, written on 16
May 1713 to Swift, with its recommendation that the new
Dean should busy himself with the erection of a spire on
St. Patrick's tower, could not have given much pleasure to
its recipient, whose interests had hitherto been concerned
with high politics rather than with bricks and mortar.

1 30 April, 1721. orthography of old Registers is not to he depended on., in the
